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JF work 

IS HELL 



Toronto Housing Just Gets Worse 

A CITY WE CAN'T 
AFFORD TO LIVE IN 


T here are 200,000 homeless 
people in Ontario. Many 
schemes have been put forward 
by various governmental and private 
agencies to solve this problem, but the 
number of homeless keeps rising. 
When All Saints Anglican Church 
opened their geared-to-income apart¬ 
ment building at Dundas and Sher- 
bourne streets, everybody was caught 
in the trap—how great this place was. 
The few tiny apartments in this com¬ 
plex do not come close to replacing the 
many hundreds of low-rental units that 
have been lost to the rich in downtown 
Toronto. 

To obtain asocial mix in housing, the 
government supported co-operative 
housing, owned by the tenants who 
are responsible for maintenance and 
management. Less than 50% of the 
units are geared to income; the major¬ 
ity of the apartments are priced at 
market value. As one could guess, the 
co-operative housing movement is a 
middle-class affair. Often members 
lacking communication and other skills 
do not feel equal members; the richer 
and most educated members control 
the lives of the weaker ones. 


When there are vacant buildings 
in the downtown area, why shouldn't 
the homeless just move intothem? If 
we wait for the governments to pro¬ 
vide housing, it will be 2099 before 
the homeless might have a roof over 
their heads. ^ 



GREECE 


Prisoners Tortured; 
ABC Responds 

Authorities in the prison at Patra, 
Greece, have been torturing two pris¬ 
oners who made an escape attempt 
last Tuesday. The two, Yannis Petro- 
poulos and Paraskevas Arapostathis, 
have now fallen into a coma as a result 
of the suspected beatings. 

Two other prisoners in Patra have 
taken up a hunger strike in support of 
the two, and received beatings as well. 
Nikos Tsouvalakis, an anarchist pris¬ 
oner who protested the treatment, has 
also been beaten, sustaining two bro¬ 
ken ribs in the attack. 

The original two have been kept iso¬ 
lated and denied any contact with law¬ 
yers. 

The Anarchist Black Cross, an inter¬ 
national defense network for anarchist 
and class war prisoners, responded in 
England, the US and Canada with pro¬ 
tests to the Greek representatives in 
their respective countries and those in 
the country itself, demanding: 

1) that all beatings, torture and repri¬ 
sals be stopped immediately; 

2) that the prisoners be allowed con¬ 
tact with the lawyer of their choice, Mr. 
Basil Karaplis of Athens. 

Ecomedia readers are urged to re¬ 
spond to their nearest consulate or 
other appropriate target. 
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Belgian Resisters Brutalized 

A fter subjecting participants in a Brussels sitdown to 24 hours of beatings 
and various other forms of torture, the cops selected seven of their 53 
prisoners for continued incarceration. The prisoners were members of 
an international group which included people from Switzerland, the Nether¬ 
lands, West Germany and Denmark, and their aim was to block the planning 
machinery of the European Commission for Internal Markets and Internal Affairs 
by occupying its premises. By so doing, they hoped to call attention to the 
hungerstrike of prisoners from the Red Army faction in West Germany, two of 
whom were in the 72nd day of their strike. (The strike was called to protest 
inhuman prison conditions.) However, the Ministers of Energy who were 
holding a conference ignored the sitdown, and Belgian cops acting under the 
authority of the European Community proceeded to evict the protesters in the 
most brutal manner possible and to torture them at headquarters. 

The seven who were detained have been kept in isolation, and started their 
own hungerstrike in solidarity with the German prisoners. A small group of 
supporters fwho had been waiting outside the prison to confer with the prison¬ 
ers’ lawyers were also arrested, beaten and released. It is clear that the Belgian, 
Dutch and German authorities are acting in consort to intimidate and brutalize 
those who support prisoners’ rights. 

It was eventually announced that those jailed would be released on May 16, 
five days after the action .(International sources) 


Two Names...One Enemy 


Explaining why Cubans are not al¬ 
lowed to invest in their own country, 
Fidel Castro told a group of potential 
Mexican investors: “Well, that would 
mean changing the system. We are 
capitalists, but State capitalists. We 
are not private capitalists. For now, we 
are not interested in changing the sys¬ 
tem, but we do want you to come and 
invest...” He invited the Mexicans to 
develop industry and tourism in Cuba 
on a 50% partnership basis, offering 
them better tax breaks than they get in 
Mexico. (Torch 15-5-89 p6.) 

At about the same time, British La¬ 
bour leader Neil Kinnock was justifying 
moving the Labour party several de¬ 
grees to the right on the grounds that 
Britain operates in a capitalist system 


and it is the government’s job to make 
capitalism work. With both the Marx¬ 
ists and social democrats espousing 
capitalism, it becomes obvious that 
anarchism is more and more relevant 
to our present situation. 



Do You Hate Money? 
Give it to Us! 


Ecomedia is still facing financial ruin. 
Our problem is that we distribute this 
free to a majority of our readers, 
which can obviously be a drain on 
resources, especially since printers 
like to be paid and the post office has 
a certain fondness for cash too. So... 
your help is needed. Subscriptions 
are $15/year for 26 issues, which 
you’ll receive every month (two at a 
time). If you’d like to make a donation, 
send cash and valuables to the ad¬ 
dress on the front. 

Ecomedia can also be heard on the 
radio. Every Wednesday tune in to 
CKLN 88.1 FM between 7 and 8pm 
on the Word of Mouth show for 
Ecomedia Radio. Every Friday listen 
to Desire Armed, at 11:05am on CIUT 
89.5 FM for news, music interviews 
and ideas. 


Marion Prisoners 
Poisoned 


Prisoners at Marion penitentiary in 
Illinois have been developing a high 
incidence of rashes, cancers and 
other symptoms of PCB (polychlori¬ 
nated biphenel) poisoning, because 
they are forced to drink water con¬ 
taminated with them. Although the 
town of Marion bought more expen¬ 
sive water from elsewhere when it 
became clear that the water supply 
was receiving leakage from a nearby 
toxic dumpsite, nothing was done 
about the water going to the prison. 
The U.S. Bureau of Prisoners refuses 
to allow any testing of either the water 
or the prisoners, and subjected to 
considerable retaliation a prisoner 
who has launched a class action 
lawsuit about the water in 1984 
(Prison News Service). 
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Restiucturing Deadly for Quebec Autoworkers 


W orker concessions, shutdown 
threats and new rules have 
caused four employee sui¬ 
cides since December 1988 at the 
"model” General Motors plant in 
Boisbrand, Montreal. Though union 
officials admit that the occasional sui¬ 
cide is inevitable, something is wrong 
when the suicide rate is far above the 
average level — national, provincial 
and regional. Denying a higher than 
average rate, GM says there have 
been only fourteen suicides reported 
since 1965 and “only one in 1989”. 


Nick Hall, GM Canada’s national 
spokesperson says the new 'learn 
approach” is less stressful than be¬ 
fore and was designed to involve em¬ 
ployees more directly in decision 
making. This approach, called con¬ 
tinuous improvement processes, or 
CPI, is actually a method designed to 
tighten work standards and eliminate 
any flexibility. Workers are grouped 
together in teams of eight to twelve 
and must cope with a 25% increase in 
excepted productivity as compared 
to three years ago. The management 


pits the teams against each other pro¬ 
moting competition, so that employees 
are less likely to complain or report ac¬ 
cidents. This also keeps workers in 
competition with each other rather 
than aiming hatred towards the plant 
bosses. There are GM employees who 
recognize the "work participation” 
concept for the sham it is. "We used to 
have a union that stood up for itself” 
said one, refering to the CAW local, 
“Not any more. But we have to find a 
solution to this situation. If we don’t, it’s 
going to explode in our faces.” (Finan¬ 
cial Times 5/15/89) 


Radical Environmentalists Captured in Arizona 


ARIZONA — On May 31, four people 
were arrested here in connection with 
actions against a nuclear power station 
and other radical environmental ac¬ 
tions. The four, Marc Baker, Mark 
Davis, Margaret Millett and Dave Fore¬ 
man are all members of the militant 
Earth First! group based in Arizona. 
Baker and Davis were arrested while 
trying to cut down a utility pole with a 
propane torch. The electricity feeds the 
Central Arizona Project. Margaret Mil¬ 
let was arrested later that day after her 
work place was staked out by police. 
Dave Foreman was arrested at his 
home the following morning. 

Three of them face four serious 
charges: suspicion of destruction of an 
energy facility, destruction of property 
that affects interstate commerce, de¬ 
struction of government property and 
conspiracy to destroy an energy facil¬ 
ity. Dave Foreman faces the latter 
charge only. 

Three were denied bail while Fore¬ 


man was released on $50,000 bond. 
A Grand Jury investigation was to 
take place on June 7 and the FBI says 
they expect more arrests and more 
charges. 

Police believe the group was re¬ 
sponsible for three years of anti-nu¬ 
clear sabotage. The conspiracy 
charge involves a so-called plot to 


sabotage the Rocky Flats Nuclear 
Weapons Plant in Colorado and other 
commercial nuclear power plants. 

A fund has been set up to help with 
expected legal fees. Donations can be 
sent to: Legal Defense Fund c/o Dan 
Conner, 559 Boundary Dr. S., Salem 
Oregon, 97306 USA. 


Lubicon Election Strengthens Community 

LITTLE BUFFALO, ALTA — Bernard Ominayak and four of the Lubicon nego¬ 
tiating team have been unanimously elected by the Lubicon people in Band 
elections May 30. The elections were called 6 months early in order to allow 
rumoured Lubicon dissidents to come out in the open and challenge the Band 
leadership over the issue of land claim negotiations with Ottawa. The federal 
government claims it is meeting with 180+ Lubicon dissidents who want the 
band to accept the federal government settlement offer which would leave the 
Band dependent on handouts (see Ecomedia #52). The negotiating team 
refused the offer, and it seems this is the will of the people there as was shown 
in the elections. 

Well over 100 out of 179 eligible voters turned up (the biggest turnout ever for 
a Lubicon election), fueling suspicions that the feds’ dissident group isn’t made 
up of Band members at all. 
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Calendar 


MUTUAL AID • 

I f he’d lived in our own times, Peter 
Kropotkin would have been known 
as an ecologist or an environmen¬ 
talist; in the 19th century, he had to 
settle for the lowlier title of geogra¬ 
pher. His book Mutual Aid refuted 
those who interprted Darwin’s find¬ 
ings to mean that species throughout 
nature must compete for survival. In 
Mutual Aid, he drew numerous ex¬ 
amples from the worlds of plants, 
insects and animals to demonstrate 
that co-operation is as likely to occur 
in nature as competition. He thereby 
also refuted, before they were born, 
such mid-20th century writers as 
Lorenz, Ardrey, Morris and Golding 
who popularized the notion that hu¬ 
mans are basically animals, and that 
therefore violence is instinctive to 
them as it is to animals. Kropotkin’s 
research has been carried a step fur¬ 
ther in our own century with research 
suggesting that plants possess ele¬ 
ments of sentience hitherto berlieved 
confined to humans and other ani¬ 
mals, such as the ability to tell when 
someone approaching them intends 
to do them harm and register alarm 
(see The Secret Life of Plants, note on 
trees in Earth First 5-89 p.13.) 

Despite his anarchism, Kropotkin 
never quite abandoned the hope that 
a just state could be created, and in his 
old age he returned to Russia 
(whence he had fled after a spectacu¬ 
lar jailbreak years earlier) to witness 
the results of the Marxist revolution. 

He died disillusioned, and his funeral 
was the last gathering of Russian 
anarchists before Lenin exterminated 
them. This was one of many mas¬ 
sacres which have consistently re¬ 
occurred in various Marxist states, the 
current one in Beijing being the most 


MUTUAL AID 

recent, to demonstrate the inability of 
Marxism to create a co-operative 
society. 

If people are inately capable of liv¬ 
ing co-operatively together, how can 
they put this ability into practise? 
Clearly this cannot be done at the 
state level; the state survives by pit¬ 
ting the various elements of the popu¬ 
lation against each other so that it can 
act as mediator. However, they can 
work together on a voluntary basis to 
build co-operative structures capable 
of meeting their needs. This column 
will deal with various examples. 

One was the occupation in 1971 
of the former military barracks called 
Christiania by young, homeless activ¬ 
ists in Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Christiania has certain anarchist fea¬ 
tures such as joint meetings making 
consensus decisions, workshops on 
a cooperative basis etc., and at the 
same time some extreme liberalist 
features such as an open market for 
marijuana pushers, who can make 
huge profits without contributing to 
the common fund or to Christiania in 
any way (the late news is that the 
“pusher street” has been closed more 
or less by concerned Christiania-ac- 
tivists.) Government hostility to 
Christiania has mounted since a 
rightwing coalition took power last 
year, and on February 14 police 
staged a mass raid on the restaurants 
and public houses (which have no 
licenses and pay no state taxes.) The 
police confiscated large quantities of 
labour and ran an hour-long pitched 
battle with residents and their outside 
supporters. (Sorte Kors, Denmark.) 
Clearly, those trying to put an alterna¬ 
tive society together will have to deal 
with the state’s hostility. 


June 15: Today marks the eve of the 
beginning of the Soweto Uprising in 
Azania (formerly South Africa) in 
1976. It led to the shootings of over 
1,000 school children protesting the 
forced use of Afrikaans as a medium of 
instruction.) A benefit concert will be 
held at the Apocalypse Club, 750 
College Street, with proceeds going to 
support the resistance in Azania. 
Tickets are available at DEC and vari¬ 
ous other places for $10, or for low/no 
income people on a pay-what-you- 
can basis by calling 927-0359. 
Soweto Lives is organized by Azania 
Now in association with Black Line 
and Elliot Lefko. 

June 16: Open forum on Soweto, de¬ 
bates room, Hart House, University of 
Toronto at 7 p.m. Speakers include 
uprising activist Kabelo Bokala and 
Caribean activist-author Tim Hector. 
Contribution $2. 921-7783. 

June 17: A night of music, poetry and 
dance by Toronto’s black artists in 
solidarity with the struggling people of 
Azania. $5 advance, $7 door. Per¬ 
formers, benefit dance, food, cash 
bar, books and fashion displays. 736- 
7286. 

June 19: Brian Wilson, internationally 
renowned activist and Vietnam vet¬ 
eran, discusses solidarity and nonvi¬ 
olent resistance at the Euclid Theatre, 
394 Euclid Ave., 7:30 p.m. Donation 
$3. Toronto Tools for Peace, 922- 
0852,466-5390. ^ 











